Bothwell Bowling Club
Club History 1868 –1968
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Please ﬁnd below a history of Bothwell Bowling Club starting from 1868
up to its centenary in 1968. The author is unknown and it is assumed
that the compilation of this history was carried out just prior to the
Centenary of the club. It is intended that details after 1968 will be added.
Members: Notice of any inaccuracies or glaring omissions will be
welcomed and the club history record can thus be amended.
It would appear that most bowling clubs on reaching their centenary consider it necessary to
publish an outline of the clubs history since its foundation together with a list of its Presidents,
Champions and a more or less impressive list of honours won by the members of the club.
Unfortunately the records for Bothwell Bowling Club are not complete. The early records do not
include the names of the champions until 1900 when the champions were noted in the minutes.
Indeed in the early days of the club the Presidents prize seems to have taken pride of place and
the Championship seemed only of secondary importance. A new honours board identifies both
President and Club Champion from 1968 onwards. The minute books covering the period 19031929 are missing and all efforts to obtain the necessary information to give a complete record
for this period have failed. Such information as could be obtained from local papers archive
consisted mainly of reports on parish matches and was of temporary interest only.
It is perhaps difficult for the present members to get a clear picture of conditions locally one
hundred years ago as the village has altered so much in every aspect; Green Street with its
white washed cottages and its “Big Green” with part of the present Main Street which would
have comprised the village proper. In the outskirts large houses in their own grounds were also
part of Bothwell but in almost every way, especially socially, were poles apart from the village.
At its inception the Bowling Club was definitely not a village club. In those days the “working
men” had neither the time nor the money to join bowling clubs even if they had been welcomed
which would have been doubtful. Class distinction was much more evident in those days than it
is now. It is probably a sign of the times that the first committee elected should comprise seven
who are described by Esq. and eight including the secretary who did not merit that title.
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Foundation
The first minute of the club is dated 5th March 1868 and reads as follows:
At a meeting of the inhabitants of Bothwell convened this day in the Parish Schoolroom, Peter
Rintoul Esq., of Bothwell Bank in the chair, the following resolution was put by John Goodwin
Esq., seconded and unanimously carried.
“That this meeting considering the extent population and prosperity of the village of Bothwell,
its increasing resort as a summer residence, greatly desired as a place of public recreation and
enjoyment, and that in order to meet the want which has been felt for so long a time, resolves
that an earnest effort should now be made, and that with the least possible delay, to form a
Bowling Green, the advantages, and pleasures of which the meeting appreciates and promises
to give its cordial support.”
It is interesting to note the names of the original committee:Peter Rintoul Esq.: Wm. Shaw
Esq.: Jas. Mann Esq.: John Goodwin Esq.: John Scott Esq.:
John Rogerson Esq.: Neil McEachran Esq.: Messrs. Wm. Henderson, George McDougal, Gavin
Shearer, Wm. Wood, Jas. Scott, John P. Watson, John Steven, and John Pearson Watson.
The first committee meeting was held on 11th March and its main purpose was to make
arrangements about the turf. An offer of 40 yards square was made by Mr Warner, West
Kilbride at a price of £20 plus any damage to the farm. This offer was subsequently amended to
£18 and at that price the turf was duly delivered.
The first General Meeting of the club was held on 2nd July 1868 and Peter Rintoul was
appointed President, John P. Watson Secretary and John Rogerson Treasurer.
Wm. Galloway was appointed green keeper at 10 shillings per week during the months the
green was open.
By the end of August subscriptions received totalled £368 and 2 shillings with £32 and 12
shillings still outstanding.
As accounts rendered to that date were £646 and 16 shillings it was necessary to open a cash
account with the British Linen Bank for the amount of £250 interest being at the rate of four
and a half percent and this rate Mr Shaw has kindly agreed that it will not be exceeded.

Early Years
At the A.G.M. in 1869 it was decided that all subscribers of £2 and 2 shillings and over be
admitted as members, and visitors pay 5 shillings per month or for the season £1 and 1 shilling.
An effort was also made to obtain further subscriptions and a list drawn up of possible
subscribers in the village and district.
In those early days the clubhouse must have been little more than a bowl room and quite
inadequate by modern standards. In other ways facilities were rather primitive, a tank being
obtained in 1869 to store water for use on the green, bowling mats being so heavy as to do
damage to the turf and it was not until 1882 that players were requested to wear overshoes to
preserve the green.
Parish matches were fixed by 1869 and it was agreed that all players pay their own expenses.
No record is held of these early matches but it is known that that Uddingston, Cambuslang,
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Blantyre, Hamilton, Bellshill and St Rollox were very long standing fixtures.
Bothwell had very close connections with their Uddingston neighbours playing a match each
month of the playing season. This arrangement existed until 1886 when the games with
Uddingston were reduced to two instead of four.
Even in those early days the fixture list was in danger of being too large for the clubs resources
because requests were received from Polmadie, Titwood, Larkhall and Hamilton Caledonian, all
of which were refused. By 1893 Rutherglen and Larkhall had been added to the list of fixtures, it
being noted that Bothwell had refused Larkhalls application on several occasions previously.
Bothwells Club matches in 1899 are recorded as follows:
Versus

Score

Green

Uddingston

06 up

Home

Bellshill

27 up

Away

Hamilton

46 up

Home

Blantyre

07 up

Home

Mt. Vernon

51 up

Home

Cambuslang

09 up

Away

Rutherglen

42 up

Away

Uddingston

08 up

Away

This was a decided improvement on the Clubs record for 1883 – 1885 when the club played
fourteen games and lost nine of them.
In 1900 St. Rollox requested the renewal of their fixture but this was refused. In 1902 the
Rutherglen game was cancelled as this club was becoming more and more involved with the
new clubs in the Glasgow district.

Middle Ward
It would appear that the honour of initiating the Middle Ward Competition can be claimed by
the Bothwell Clubs. This is one of the oldest bowling competitions in the country dating to 1871.
In the club’s minute of 1870 it is resolved that:
“The Green Committee and Secretary to arrange as to what steps should be taken in order to
ascertain what the feeling of the other clubs in the neighbourhood is with regard to a proposal
that there should be a subscription challenge cup or other prize to be competed for annually by
the greens subscribing for the same within the district of the Middle and Upper Wards.”
Later Mr. McKenzie Secretary of the Hamilton club wrote to say that nothing had been done
by the Hamilton club but he was willing to join with the Bothwell Club in sending a circular to
the clubs involved. It was decided that Mr. Bruce (Uddingston Secretary) be approached to join
with the Bothwell and Hamilton Secretaries in sending out this circular. As a result the sum
of £8 and 8 shillings was subscribed for the Middle Ward Club and a Silver Jug purchased for
competition. Larkhall were the first winners.
Mr. Bruce of Uddingston was probably the first Secretary as in 1875 the clubs playing in the
Middle Ward Cup subscribed towards a testimonial for him. Bothwells first win in the Middle
Ward competition would appear to be in 1887.
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In the early days the Middle Ward Club seemed to consist of two delegates from each
competing club who met to make the draw and deal with any complaints. One such complaint
was made in 1886 when the Bothwell club complained about an error in the draw with three
rinks of one club being drawn to play on the same green.
The Middle Ward competition was still being run by the Middle Ward Club in the 1930’s. It has
now been taken over by the Lanarkshire Bowling Association. At the time of the take over there
was no trophy but Mr. Jno. Linning was instrumental in obtaining the flag which is held by the
winning club. It would be interesting to learn what happened to the original silver jug.

Clubhouse & Green Improvements
The original clubhouse so far as can be estimated was small and possibly did not exceed 15 feet
square. The green was not full size and enlargements of both were inevitable. No doubt the
improvements would have been hastened but for lack of funds.
The original outlay for the clubhouse and green was in the region of £650. £400 was raised by
subscriptions and the balance of £250 was met by a loan from the British Linen Bank. This loan
was gradually reduced but it was not until 1883 that the Treasurer was able to report a credit
balance.
No sooner was the Club out of debt than the Directors considered plans for further
improvements. In 1884 it was proposed that the Club build a stone wall 6 foot high except for
the part facing Prospect House. The wall at this part was to be 3 feet high surmounted by a 2 ½
feet post rail. Nothing was done about the wall and four years later the proposal was made that
the Club build a wall, enlarge the green and also the clubhouse.
The proposals considered were to erect a new fence, build a wall behind the Clubhouse and
adopt one of three schemes for the clubhouse.
1. Extend the back wall only.
2. Extend the back and side walls.
3. Build a new clubhouse.
The second proposal was the popular choice and arrangements were made to obtain guarantors
for a bank overdraft. These proposals were not carried out.
Two years later in 1890 George Taylor, Joiner, Green Street erected the fence which was
replaced sixty years later, the wall behind the clubhouse was built by Miller and Renwick. The
total cost was £71. £50 for the fence and £21 for the wall.
In 1896 proposals for a new clubhouse were once more discussed and an architect engaged to
draw up the necessary plans. His estimate was approximately £300 and Miller and Renwick,
Bothwell, Down and Sons, Uddingston and W. Miller, Uddingston were invited to tender.
Miller and Renwick did not quote but offered to give a plaque or tablet to commemorate
the building. W. Millers quotation of £330 was £3 less than Downs and Sons and he got the
contract. The new clubhouse was opened in 1898. When the plans for the new clubhouse were
first discussed members and friends promised donations of £130. Other methods of raising
funds apart from subscriptions met with indifferent success. A garden party in 1900 showed a
profit of £2 on an income of £13 and 2 shillings and 10 pence. There is no record of the profit of
the Conversazione and Dance (at 7shillings and 6 pence each) in the Public Hall which was run
instead of the Annual Dinner held in previous years in the Clyde Hotel. The prize giving dinner
had been an annual event since the foundation of the club. The original price of 3 shillings had
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now risen to 5 shillings. It is interesting to note that when the price had been increased from 3
shillings to 4 shillings the hotel owner had stated it would allow him to give a dram to the diners.
In 1900 it was decided to enlist the services of the ladies of the village to run a sale of work to
clear off the debt on the clubhouse which at that time was £57 and 5 shillings and 6 pence. The
sale of work was held in April 1901 and realised a profit of £159 and 3 shillings and 5 pence. The
sale of work must have been quite an event in the village as it is recorded that Mrs. Dixon of
Fairleigh opened the sale on Friday and Mrs. Pagan of the Manse opened the sale on Saturday.
Full details of the sale are recorded in the Clubs minute of 1901.
There may have been minor improvements during the present centenary but no major work
was undertaken until after the second world war.
The green was enlarged and a new kitchen built in the late 1940’s, the estimate for the kitchen
being £93 and 10 shillings and for the Green £286 and 7 shillings and at the same it vas decided
to erect a rustic fence between the Hotel and the Bowling Green at a cost of £75. This fence was
subsequently blown down in a gale and has been replaced by a split rail fence which may not
have the appearance of the previous one but is likely to last much longer.

Finance
As already stated the early years of the Club were conducted with financial assistance from
the British Linen Bank. Whilst this has not been a permanent feature of the Clubs financial
situation it is true that for most of its existence the clubs finances have never been particularly
healthy - a feature which is not uncommon to bowling clubs generally. From time to time
efforts have been made to build up funds for clubhouse and green improvements and these on
the whole were successful but not so great as to do any more than finance the improvements as
they were made.
In 1869 it was agreed that all subscribers of £2 and 2 shillings and over be given full
membership. The rates for visitors were fixed at 5 shillings for one month 10 shillings for two
months 15 shillings for three months and £1 and 1 shilling for the full season. £1and 1shilling
seems to have been the annual subscription for many years but in 1874 boys attending school
were admitted at 10 shillings and 6 pence per season. In 1888 it was decided that no new 10
shillings and 6 pence members be admitted and the half guinea members were requested to pay
£1 and 1 shilling from that date. By 1930 the subscription had increased to 30 shillings and it
remained at that figure until 1943.
In the early years of the club the annual subscriptions appear to be the only income. In 1875 the
total income was £87 and 7 shillings and 6 pence. And expenditure was:
£

s

d

Wages etc.

49

19

7 1/2

Bellshill

8

7

9

Hamilton

25

0

0

Blantyre

1

14

8

Mt. Vernon

2

5

5 1/2

The £25 lodged to Bank reduced the clubs indebtedness to the Bank to £155.
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The main item of expenditure was the green keepers wages, The first green keeper Wm.
Galloway was engaged at l0 shillings per week. In 1880 Robert Naismith was appointed at 15
shillings per week commencing work at 3 p.m. except on Saturdays when he started at 2 p.m. In
1884 Robert Young was appointed full time green keeper at £1 per week.
Despite the fact that no major improvements were made by the club in the early part of the present
century finances were not healthy and the Directors were requested to guarantee an overdraft from
the bank. The situation was eased by the admission of lady associate members. The subscription for
the ladies was only 10 shillings per annum at first but thanks to their efforts in raising funds in other
ways, the club weathered the storm and gradually built up funds for further improvements.
The pattern over the last twenty years has been the same accumulate funds, improve the
clubhouse or green and start all over again.
Efforts to raise funds have been much more successful over the past two or three years and with
the two major extensions to the clubhouse being completed it is to be hoped that the club will
be able to meet any expense in the immediate future without any undue strain on the loyalty
and goodwill of the members.

Competitions
Despite the fact that the club was instrumental in starting the Middle Ward Competition its
record in competition is not outstanding. It is true that Bothwell won the Middle Ward at least
twice in 1887 and the 1930’s and has been in the prize list several times, the last time two years
ago when Whifflet finished one shot ahead. The County Cup and Sir John Watson cups have
not yet been won but it is hoped that the club will improve on its efforts to win them and not be
content only to be on the prize list without the coveted first place as has happened on several
occasions. In the County Championships Bothwells only successes to date are the Singles (Robert
Knox) in 1934 and the fours (W. Pearson, J. McKinnon, C. Dobbin and R.Wallace (skip) in 1966.
Without doubt the outstanding year for Bothwell was in 1964, when Mr Wm. Gibb won the
Scottish singles and followed this success by winning the British Isles Championship.
There is no doubt that this double success was well and truly earned as it is questionable if any
bowler has ever put more effort into a championship than Willie Gibb did that year.
Although one of the original members of the Scottish Bowling Association Bothwell took only a
luke warm interest in their competitions in early years. When the pairs started the club didn’t
even enter, and it was not every year that they entered the singles.
In 1899 Bothwell reached the district final v Motherwell. Many years followed before Bothwell
in 1923 won a district final and had a rink at Queens Park. Until W. Gibb managed to win his
way to Queens Park no singles competitor had managed to win a district final although at least
three others David Boyd, Jas. Carnegie and John Renwick only failed at the last round.
The clubs competitions have not been without incident. In several of the early years it is
recorded that the green will close of October except for the playing of ties. Members who
complain if the finals are not played off at the beginning of August would have cause to
grumble if the club reverted to its early habits when ties were arranged for particular dates and
postponed for reasons which were not always valid. One competitor actually arranged a tie on
Bothwell green when he was due to play in a competition at Carlisle. Possibly because he was a
member of the committee, and his aggrieved opponent was not, he managed to play both ties
but not on the same day.
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In 1897 a dispute regarding a tie resulted in one member writing to the Hamilton Herald and
Advertiser and also the Glasgow Evening News. At least one member was wrongly suspected
of having given the club this unwelcome publicity before the writer confessed, and he was not
even involved in the dispute.
Several trophies have been given to the club in the past and some of them are no longer in the
clubs possession. An early form of prize was a pair of bowls and the club still have the first pair
to be won by John Todd in 1869.
The list of cups may not be complete but it is known that Gavin Steel of Killpark donated a cup
which was to be retained by a member winning it twice in succession or three times in all.
John G. Scott presented a cup in 1878 and a non prize winners cup in 1879.
Presumably those cups were won outright, as was the Wilson Paterson cup many years later.
The present trophies are as follows:
· Col. Menzies silver jack presented in 1895
· The Horace Coxall cup			
· R. Linton Pairs Cup

· J. T. Forgie championship cup presented in 1905
· Hugh Miller trophy Presidents prize

The known list of champions is as follows:
Year

Winner

Year

Winner

Year

Winner

1874

Wm. McNab

1923

F. McWhinnie

1949

J. Duncan

1875

Win. McNab

1924

A. Gibb

1950

C. Dobbin (Pres.)

1878

Geo. Torrance

1925

R. Park

1951

J. Chalmers

1900

David C. Boyd

1926

A. Gibb

1952

J.A.T. Renwick

1901

Robert Kirk

1927

J. Duncan (Pres.)

1953

J.H. Paterson

1902

John Renwick

1928

J. Duncan

1954

J, Carnegie

1903

Wm. Dolan

1929

R. Knox

1955

R. Greenshields

1904

David C. Boyd

1930

J. Duncan

1956

J. Carnegie

1905

Wm. Dolan

1931

A. McMillan

1957

D. Dale

1906

Geo. Fleming

1932

J. McGhie

1958

J.A.T. Renwick

1907

S. Graham

1933

Jas. Moore Jr.

1959

D. Dale

1908

R. Kirk

1934

T. Smillie

1960

S. Allan

1909

Jas. Downie

1935

G.V. Greig

1961

H. Anderson

1910

Geo. Fleming

1936

G.V. Greig

1962

H. Anderson

1911

D. Park

1937

R. Heeps

1963

W. Gibb

1912

W.P. Dolan

1938

J. Rhind

1964

H. Anderson

1913

J. Dunlop

1939

G.V. Greig

1965

H. Anderson

1914

G. Fleming

1940

G.V. Greig

1966

H. Anderson

1915

J. Dunlop

1941

J.A.T. Renwick

1967

D. Beveridge

1916

G. Fleming

1942

J.A.T. Renwick

1917

G. Fleming

1943

H.S. Coxall

1918

J. Dolan (Pres.)

1944

S. Brandon

1919

J. Fleming

1945

R. Greenshields

1920

S. Graham

1946

J.A.T. Renwick (Pres.)

1921

R. Knox

1947

J.H. Paterson

1922

A. Swan

1948

J. Carnegie
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Some Interesting Items
• A complete record of officials is impossible but it is interesting to note that in its first fifty
years the club had only five treasurers as against eleven secretaries. So far as can be traced ten
people in all have been treasurer and at least twenty four members have acted as secretary.
Four members have acted in both capacities.
• In 1876 the Directors had power to admit such persons as they approve to play on green and
compete for prizes but not to be considered as members.
• In 1880 no less than twenty two members resigned.
• From 1868 until after 1880 minutes of all directors meetings were read at the AGMs.
• In 1880 an effort was made to confine this to A.G.M. minutes only with a brief report from
the directors, but this was defeated. It must have been thirsty work for the secretary and that
might explain why the A.G.M. was always held in the Clyde Hotel.
• A winter Literary and Recreation club was formed in 1830 the members of which were
forbidden to walk on the green in their boots under penalty of a 2 shillings and 6 pence fine.
• The original lease for the club was for 19 years at £6 rental. In 1885 after considerable
bargaining with Robert Addie & Sons the present Feu in perpetuity was negotiated. The
increase of £10 in Feu Duty plus a levy for Water Rate as 6 pence per member was felt to be a
heavy financial burden on the members. What would the members then think of County Rates
of over £100 per annum, as is the case now?
• This year Jas. Cathcart one of our Honorary Presidents completes fifty years as a member. The
Rev. Jas. Mackie formerly of Wooddean Church was an Honorary Member of the green for
forty nine years.
• In 1898 Wm. Crawford was appointed a Director of the Lanarkshire Building Association.
• In 1903 Wm. Crawford was President of the Middle Ward Club and George Fleming Vice
President of the Lanarkshire Association. Since the Lanarkshire Association and Middle Ward
Clubs were merged two members of Bothwell J.A.T. Renwick 1954 and R.B. McGhie 1961 have
served as Presidents.
• David Dale 1956, 1957, 1958, Wm. Gibb 1965 have represented Scotland in Internationals.

Ladies Section
No mention of Bothwell Club would be complete without reference to the Ladies Section
formed in 1931. The Ladies have been an asset to the club. The main reason for forming a
Ladies Section was financial, it being pointed out to the members that with a ladies section it
would be possible to maintain the same level of subscription for the men - then 30 shillings,
ladies 10 shillings There is no doubt at all that not only financially but in every way the ladies
have helped the club. Each year the ladies have been able to substantially augment the funds of
the club and have also donated furnishings etc., to the club. This year as a donation to the clubs
extension the very handsome sum of £350 has been handed over.
In a playing sense too the ladies have been an asset.
• In the Scottish Singles Mrs. T. Crawford (1940) and Mrs. A. McClumphen have won the
district final. In the Scottish Pairs Mrs. Ritchie and Mrs. Paterson (1940). Mrs. McGhie and
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Mrs. Hood (1959) and Mrs. Carney and Mrs. McGhie (1967) have also won the district final.
Mrs. Lang, Mrs McGhie and Mrs. Pearson won the Triples Cup in 1963.
• Mrs Hood won the Lanarkshire Singles in 1959 – 1960. Mrs J. Forrest was runner up in the
singles in 1952.
• Mrs McGhie and Mrs Pearson won the Lanarkshire Pairs in 1959. Mrs McGhie and Mrs Hood
were runners up in 1966.
• Mrs Hood, Mrs Hill, Mrs H. Anderson and Mrs Pearson won the Lanarkshire rink in 1957.
• In addition Mrs McClumpen 1952, Mrs Hood 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963 and Mrs McGhie 1964
and 1966 have represented Scotland in Internationals.
• In 1960 the Bothwell Club had the honour of providing both the National and County
Association with their Presidents as Mrs J. Crawford was Scottish President and Mrs Pearson
Lanarkshire President.
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